RECOVERY ACT UPDATE
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

(As of August 10, 2009)
Since being signed into law, the Recovery Act has made $641 million available to New Hampshire to provide tax relief, fill gaps in education and Medicaid funding, incentivize small business lending, expand and extend unemployment benefits, jump-start construction projects, and revitalize communities.

· One-time economic relief payments of $250 have gone out to more than 230,000 New Hampshire seniors, veterans and other high-need residents, totaling $57 million.

· In Rockingham County – over 47,000 beneficiaries have received $11 million in one-time relief payments.

· New Hampshire’s teachers, school staff and education programs have already felt the impact of $210 million in Recovery Act funding.  This includes $146 million in State Fiscal Stabilization Funds (SFSF) to help keep teachers in the classroom.

· $86 million in Recovery Act assistance has been made available to New Hampshire to provide benefits and help prevent additional Medicaid cuts.  Already, the state has spent $58 million of its available funds.

· New Hampshire has approved 36 transportation construction projects using Recovery Act funds, obligating $121.8 million to jump-start shovel ready projects.
· Local Project: the state is receiving $4.4 million in Recovery funds for a $4.9 million project to rehabilitate three bridges and resurface pavement along a one-mile stretch of I-95 leading up to the Piscataqua River Bridge in Portsmouth. (The historic and enormous bridge connects NH and ME). The project was advanced by at least one year due to Recovery funds. 
· For 2009, an estimated 500,000 New Hampshire working families will collectively receive $300 million in tax relief from the Making Work Pay tax credit.

· The Recovery Act has expanded unemployment benefits for over 20,000 New Hampshire residents.

· $7.1 million in Recovery Act grants have already been awarded to community health centers in ten communities throughout New Hampshire to support renovations and repairs, investments in health IT, and critically needed health care services.

· Local Project: Families First of Greater Seacoast, in Portsmouth, is a large social services agency that received about $500,000 in Recovery Act community health care funding specifically designed to treat homeless peoples.  Families First will use the awards to add nurses, extend clinic hours, and serve up to approximately 500 new patients (of which 425 are uninsured).  Funding will also help add a third dental operatory at the center, and purchase mobile dental equipment to bring services to the homeless.  

· 309 small businesses in New Hampshire have received Recovery Act backed 7(a) and 504 SBA loans – generating $67.3 million in small business lending.
·  Recovery Act SBA loans have supported more than $4.9 million in lending to small businesses in Portsmouth. 
