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MAJOR CITIES CHIEFS ASSOCIATION 


June 7, 2009 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
Chainnan Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Messrs. Leahy and Sessions: 

On behalf of the Major Cities Chiefs, representing the 56 largest jurisdictions 
across the Nation, we are writing to support the nomination of Judge Sonia 
Sotomayor to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

We applaud her distinguished career in public service, a record of 
achievement that began with her work as a prosecuting attorney. During 
those early years as an Assistant District Attorney, Sonia Sotomayor earned 
high marks from law enforcement. She has been praised by those who 
worked at her side on criminal cases as well as officials who have taken 
cases to her cOUliroom in later years. 

Her record as a prosecutor and a judge both show a commitment to public 
safety and sensitivity to the needs of the community. She has made decisions 
that are both tough and compassionate. Her record shows respect for the 
laws and cases that enable the police to do their job. 

American law enforcement has always looked to you for leadership and we 
again tum to you to move the nomination of Sonia Sotomayor quickly 
through the confinuation process. 

Sincerely, 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Austin, Texas 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Baltimore Co., Maryland 
Bostol'l, M<;lss~c,:hl,Jserts 
Buffalo, New York 
Calgary, Alberta 
Charlotte-Me,klenburg, North CarQlina 
Chicago, Illinois 
Cincinni'lti, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Dallas, Texas 
Denver, Colorado 
DetrOit, Mk:higan 
Edmonton, Alberta 
EI Paso, T~J("!'j 

Fairfax County, Virginia 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Houston, Texas 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Jacksonville, Florida 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Las Veg<l$ Metro, Nevada 
long Beach, California 
los Angeles, California 
Los Angeles Co., Californi<1 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Miami-Dade, Florida 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Montgomery Co., Maryland 
Montreat, Quebet 
Nashville, Tenn~ssee 

Nassau Co., New York 
New OriE;'ans, louisiana 
New York City, New York 
Newark, New Jersey 
Oakland, California 
Oklahoma City. Oklahoma 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Philadl"lphia, Pennsylvania 
Phoenix, Arilona 
Pittsburgh, Perrnsylv"nia 
Portland,Oregbn 
Prince G~onitefs Co., Maryland 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
San Antonio, Te)(as 
San Diego, California 
San Francisco, California 
San Jose, California 
Seattle, Washington 
St, louis, Missouri 
Suffolk Co., New York 
Toronto, Ontario 
Tucson, Arizona 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
Virginia Beach. Virginia 
Washington, DC 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

William J. Bratton 
Chief of Police 
President, Major Cities Chiefs 
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Chuck Wexler 
Executive Director 

June 8, 2009 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman 
The Honorable Jeff Sessions, Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions, 

I am writing in support ofPresident Obama's nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor to 
serve as associate justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. I believe that Judge 
Sotomayor'S inspiring life story, and especially her experience as a prosecutor in New York City, 
where I spent most ofmy career, demonstrate a strength of character that will serve her well on 
our nation's highest court. 

Judge Sotomayor grew up in a housing project in the South Bronx. I patrolled the streets 
of the South Bronx in the 19708 and know what a tough environment that was. I did not have the 
privilege of working with Assistant District Attorney Sotomayor, but recently I have spoken to 
several of my colleagues who did work with her, and they give her nothing but rave reviews. 
They were impressed with her intelligence, her strong work ethic, and her fierce determination to 
prosecute criminals, and they use words like "salt ofthe earth" to describe her. 

I believe it is Important to note that in the questionnaire that she filled out for the 
Judiciary Committee, Judge Sotomayor included several criminal cases from her years as a 
prosecutor in a list ofthe 10 litigated matters in her career that she considers "most significant." 
These include the case of the so-called "Tarzan murderer," as well as a child pornography case 
that Ms. Sotomayor pursued relentlessly when others seemed to consider it a low priority. 

Like many others, I have been inspired by Judge Sotomayor's personal story. Through
hard work and determination, she earned degrees from Princeton and the Yale Law School. After 
getting her law degree, she could have cashed in at a blue-chip law firm, but she chose instead to 
take a low-paid position in the Manhattan District Attorney's office, where she gained priceless 
real-world experience that cannot help but inform her judgment as she decides criminal cases 
that come before her. 
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Sonia Sotomayor went out ofher way to stand shoulder to shoulder with those of us in 
public safety at a time when New York City needed strong, tough, and fair prosecutors. I am 
. confident that she will continue to bring honor to herself, and now to the Supreme Court, when 
she is confinned for this critically important position. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

John F. Timoney 
ChiefofPolice, Miami, Florida 
President, Police Executive Research Forum 
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NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 

1450 Duke Street· Alexandria, VA 22314~3490 .. 703~836~7827 .. Fax 703-683~6541 

WWW. SHERIFFS. ORO .. NSAMAIL@SHERlFFS.ORG 

June 8, 2009 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chair 
The Honorable Jeff Sessions, Ranking Member 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranki ng Member Sessions: 

On behalf of the Nati onal Sheriffs' Association, we are writing to express our support for the 
nomination of Sonia Sotomayor to be the Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 

As you know, in most jurisdictions, sheriffs have several responsibilities in the criminal justice 
system including law enforcement and the adm inistration of our jails. Because of the sheriff's 
role in enforcing the law and admi nistering the jails, there are many occasions where the 
sheriff's duties are directly impacted by the actions of the United States Supreme Court. Sheriffs 
across the country can recite examples in our communities, where criminals have gone free 
because of technicalities. In many cases, an overriding problem for law enforcement throughout 
the United States has been the courts-on the federal, state and local level. 

Because of the critical role that the court plays in our criminal justice system, the National 
Sheriffs' Association is urging the Senate to confirm Judge Sotomayor who we believe has the 
qualifications, judicial philosophy and com mitment to interpreting the Constitution with an 
abiding sense of fairness and justice. 

Judge Sonia Sotomayor's real world experience as a prosecutor who pursued justice for victims 
of violent crimes as well as a federal judge at both the district and circuit court levels with an 
unassailable integrity make her an ideal nominee to serve on the Supreme Court. We believe 
her judicial philosophy in criminal justice to be sound and support her common sense approach 
in reviewing criminal cases. 

As one of the largest law enforcement organizations in the nation, the National Sheriffs' 
Association is calling on the United States Senate to approve Sonia Sotomayor to be the next 
Associate Justice of United States Supreme Court. 

Respectfully, 

Sheriff David A. Goad Aaron D. Kennard 

President Executive Director 


Serving Ol,Jr NatiOlJ 's Shel'iJ.r:t Since 1940 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF POLICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. 
Represent'ln9 America IS Finest 

317 South Patrick Street. - Alexandria, Virginia - 22314-3501 
(703) 549-0775 - (800) 322-NAPO - Fax: (703) 684-0515 

www,napo.org - Email: info@napo.org 

THOMAS J. NEE 
President 

Boston Police 
Patrolmen s Association 

MICHAEL J. PALLADINO 
C:xecutive Vice Plesident 
Detectives' Endowmont 

Association of New York City 

MICHAEL J. MADONNA 
F<el~ordil1g SecI0t3ry 

New Jersey State Policemen's 
Benovolent Association 

SEAN M. SMOOT 
rrea&~lrer 

Police Benevolent & Protective 
Association of Illinois 

MICHAEL MCHALE 
SE~rge(jn!~af·Arrf)s 

Florida Pofic(') 
Benevolent Association 

CHRIS COLLINS 
Executive SOf;lctarv 

Las Vegas Police 
Protective Association 

WILLIAM J. JOHNSON 
r:: X(iCUt!1,JB Director 

June 5, 2009 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
Chairman Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510 

Re: Endorsement ofJudge Sonia Sotomayor for the United States Supreme Court 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions: 

On behalf of the National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO), representing 
more than 241,000 law enforcement officers throughout the United States, I am writing to 
advise you of our endorsement of the nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor for the 
United States Supreme Court. 

Throughout her distinguished career spanning three decades, Judge Sotomayor has 
worked at almost every level of our judicial system, giving her a depth of experience and 
knowledge that will be valuable on our nation's highest court. After five years as the 
Assistant District Attorney in Manhattan, she went into private practice in 1984 to 
become a corporate litigator. In 1991, she began her career as a federal judge with her 
nomination to the United States District Court by President Bush. In 1992, she was 
promoted to the United States Appeals Court for the Second Circuit by President Clinton, 
where she has served for the past eleven years. 

Through her years of trial experience as an Assistant District Attorney, Judge Sotomayor 
gained an understanding of what law enforcement officers go through day to day in their 
jobs. Her familiarity with criminal procedure and qualified immunity are evident in the 
rulings and findings she has issued during her seventeen year career as a federal judge. 
Judge Sotomayor has shown that as a jurist she has a keen awareness of the real-world 
implications ofjudicial rulings, an important aspect when it comes to evaluating the 
actions of law enforcement officers and to keeping officers and the communities they 
serve safe. 

As a Supreme Court Justice, NAPO believes Judge Sotomayor's extensive experience in the 
judicial system and the knowledge she has gained as a prosecutor and judge will serve our 
nation well. Therefore, we urge you to confirm the nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor 
for the United States Supreme Court. [fyou have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me, or NAPO's Executive Director, Bill Jolmson, at (703) 549-0775. 

Sincerel..---.. 

.~ 
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NATIONAL LATINO PEACE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION®TM 
P.O. Box 23159 


Santa Ana, CA 92711-3159 

www.nlpoa.org 


National Board: 
ArtAcevedo 
President 
Edwin Maldonado 
East Coast Vice-President 
Frank Balktom 
West Coast Vice-President 
Rich Gonzale. 
Midwest Vice President 
JelfMallow 
Centlll' Vice-President 
Nick Yon.. 
Treasurer 
Mad.Un Ramo, 
Secretary 
James Espinoza 
Parliamentarian 
Jose Cuervo 
Historian 
Juan G. Ferreira 
EI Puente Editor 
Juan Espinal 
Sergeant At Arms 
"oyGarlvey 

.\5t President 
vicente Calderon 
Founder, ofthe NLPOA 
Edu.rdo Roy, Esq. 
National Legal Counsel 

May 26, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

RE: Honorable Sonia Sotomayor 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing on behalf of the men and women of the National Latino Peace Officers 
Association (NLPOA) to unanimously support the appointment of the Honorable Sonia 
Sotomayor, Judge with the United States Court of Appeals for the Second District, as 
the next Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

The NLPOA supports Judge Sonia Sotomayor because she has a long and distinguished 
career on the federal bench as well as having the depth and breadth of legal experience 
of all levels of the judicial system. She brings a lifelong commitment to equality, justice, 
and opportunity, and has earned the respect of all her colleagues being in one of the 
most demanding appeals circuits in America; the Second Circuit. 

She brings excellent credentials to this position, with a Juris Doctorate from Yale Law 
and completing her undergraduate work at Princeton, graduating summa cum laude. 
With over 30 years experience in handling a wide range of substantial civil and criminal 
cases, Judge Sotomayor has a distinguished record of professional accomplishments as 
judge, prosecutor, and community leader. 

The NLPOA enthusiastically supports Judge Sonia Sotomayor as the next Supreme 
Court Justice of the United States of America. 

If you have a need for additional information please feel free to contact me. 

MA~I~~ 
Art Acevedo 
NLPOA National President 
(512) 974-5051 

http:www.nlpoa.org
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NATIONAL 

FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE® 


S09 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N.E. 

WASHINGTON, DC 20002 


PHONE 202~547·8189. FAX 202-547-B190 

CHUCK CANTERBURY JAMES O. PASCO, JR. 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT EXF.CUTIVe DIRECTOR 

9 June 2009 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy The Honorable Jefferson B. Sessions III 
Chairman Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Senator Sessions, 

I am writing on behalf of the members of the Fraternal Order of Police to advise you of our 
support for the nomination of Judge Sonia M. Sotomayor to join the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

Following her graduation from Yale Law School, Judge Sotomayor joined the District Attorney's 
office in Manhattan, where she tried dozens of cases during her tenure, including winning a 
conviction of the ''Tarzan murderer". She worked closely with rank-and-file law enforcement 
officers during her Jime as a prosecutor, and was described by the legendary Manhattan District 
Attorney Robert Morgentbau as it ~'fearless and effective prosecutor." 

After spending some time in private practice, Judge Sotomayor returned to public service and 
was nominated by President George H. W. Bush for a seat on the U.S. District Court for tbe 
Southern District ofNew York. The Committee on the Judiciary unanimously approved her 
nomination, and she was confirmed in the Senate by unanimous consent. Upon confirmation, 
Judge Sotomayor became the youngest sitting judge in the Southern District ofNew York. 

Her first high profile case involved a labor issue--Silverman v. Major League Baseball Player 
Relations Committee, Inc. By issuing an injunction preventing the owners from imposing a new 
collective bargaining agreement, it can be argued that Judge Sotomayor helped save baseball, and 
certainly baseball fans, from a long, drawn out labor dispute. 

In 1998, she was named to the U.S. Court ofAppeals for the Second Circuit, one of the most 
demanding circuits in the country, by President William J. Clinton. As an appellate judge, she 
has participated in over 3000 panel decisions and authored roughly 400 opinions, handling 
difficult issues of constitutional law, complex procedural matters, and lawsuits involving 
complicated business organizations. Over the course ofher career, she has demonstrated herself 
to be a sharp and fact-driven jurist, analyzing each case on its merits and weighing the facts 
before rendering any decision. 

-BUILDING ON A PROUD TRADITION

®""e 
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While her ruling in Ricci v. Destefano has been getting most of the media attention, we would 
like to bring another case to your attention, Pappas v. The City ofNew York. et al. New York 
City Police Officer Thomas Pappas was fired for distributing through the U.S. mail racially 
offensive material from his home. While the Second Circuit upheld the tennination of Officer 
Pappas, Judge Sotomayor dissented noting that his First Amendment rights took precedence 
because he did not occupy a high-level supervisory, confidential or policymaking role within the 
department. 

In other cases which came before her, both civil and criminal, Judge Sotomayor has often sided 
with law enforcement officers acting in good faith by upholding convictions on appeal. It is clear 
that she weighs the facts in evidence and makes her rulings based on the merits of the case. She 
is a model jurist-tough, fair-minded, and mindful of the constitutionally protections afforded to 
all U.S. citizens. 

I believe that the President has made an excellent choice in naming Judge Sonia S. Sotomayor to 
the Supreme Court ofthe United States and, on behalfof the more than 327,000 members of the 
Fraternal Order of Police, I am proud to endorse her nomination. If I can be of any additional 
support on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me or Executive Director Jim Pasco in 
my Washington, D.C. office. 
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NATIONAL ORGANIZKOON m; 

BLACK lAW ENFORCEMENT EXECUTIVES 


HUllERl 1. Ai'll, lit oFI'](' [. CO.vll'l.IX 
'i('()9 1'1:-; F(;RF,[ OFFreI' PARK [))z. Sl'llr. I 

AIEX.·\:,DRIA, V.·\l2.l12·1412 
(711.\) ('S~·l ,29' l'AX: (703) 6SR·94''J 
\X.'cbslt'!.~,: hI ITt/www.nohlcn.Itional.o I'g 

June 8, 2009 

The Honorable Patrick 1. Leahy The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
United States Senate United States Senate 
433 Russell Senate Office Building 335 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 205 10 Washington, DC 20S1 0 

Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions: 

The National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE), an organization of 
approximately 3,000 primarily African American law enforcement CEOs and command level officials 
writes to express its support for President Bamck Obama's nomination of US District Court Judge Sonya 
Sotomayor as Associate Justice of the US Supreme Court. 

It is critically important to NOBLE, that a Supreme Court justice exercises the ability to interpret the 
Constitution in a manner that respects the fundamental rights of all people, and that is fair. Judge 
Sotomayor has credible service; her transition from local prosecutor, to US District Court judge, to US 
Appeals Court jurist has afforded her the opportunity to experience the breadth of criminal, civil and 
administrative taw isslles. The critical issues involving the dialectical contradictions of inequities and 
fairness across the spectrum of employment, education, housing, the status ofjuvenile offenders and the 
enforcement of law are of deep concern to us and are issues that we believe she will be sensitive to. 

Furthennore, as the cases before the Court become more challenging, and with science and technology 
related issues advancing at such a rapid pace, we believe that Judge Sotomayor is imminently qualifted to 
look at our 200 year-old Constitution in a manner that is relevant to today's world. It is interesting to note 
a recent Wltite House Press Office statistic, "If confilmed. Sotomayor would bring more federal judicial 
experience to the Supreme COUl1 than any justice in 100 years, and more overall judicial experience than 
anyone confirmed for the Court in the past 70 years". 

Law enforcement is a profession that is constantly evolving and we believe that there is a seat among the 
top of that climinaljustice system for this great American. We trust that the Senate will look at her 
character and act quickly on her conDlmation. 

Respectfully, 

Jose~A:NrcMiIThlL .. 

National President 

http:CO.vll'l.IX
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National District Attorneys Association 
44 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 110, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
703.549.9222/703.863.3195Fax 
www. n d a a . 0 r g 

June 8, 2009 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy 

Chairman 


The Honorable Jeff Sessions 

Ranking Member 


Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 


Dear Senator Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions: 

On behalf of the National District Attorneys Association, the oldest and largest 
. organization representing America's state and local prosecutors, we offer our full support for the 

nomination ofthe Honorable Sonia Sotomayor to become the next Associate Justice of the United 

States Supreme Court. 


Because state and local prosecutors handle 95% of the criminal prosecutions nationally, 

rulings by the Supreme Court have far-reaching, serious impacts upon criminal cases in state 

courthouses across the country. As former prosecutors yourselves, you have a unique 

appreciation of our concerns. 


We practice where the law is truly tested: not in the deliberative atmosphere of an appellate 

courtroom, but on the streets where police must make split-second choices in dangerous situations 

and in trial court situations that sometimes give prosecutors and police only a moment to analyze 

and react. It is important to the National District Attorneys Association, and to the tens of 

thousands of prosecutors we represent, that the next Supreme Court justice be well steeped in the 

law and its practical applications. 


I have had the opportunity to review the judicial record of Judge Sotomayor, particularly 

in areas important to prosecutors such as criminal and constitutional law. Through her rulings, 

Judge Sotomayor reveals a deep understanding of the law. As a prosecutor, I find her to employ a 

thoughtful analysis of legal precedent and the rule of law and apply that law to the specific facts 

of each case. 


Just as important as her sophisticated knowledge of the law, as a former prosecutor and 

trial court judge Judge Sotomayor displays an understanding of the impact ofthase laws on law 

enforcement, victims and defendants. In interviews with prosecutors who served with Judge 

Sotomayor in the Manhattan District Attorney's office, Judge Sotomayor has often been 

described as a "tough and fearless" prosecutor. She vigorously and effectively prosecuted child 

pornographers, murderers, burglars and many other "street crimes" in the heart of New York 

City. She worked closely with law enforcement, deconstructed complex crimes, interviewed 

witnesses and investigated crime scenes. That kind of legal experience, combined with her 17 

years on the federal bench, provide Judge Sotomayor with unique and unprecedented . 

qualifications to be on the Supreme Court. 


To Be the Voice of America's Prosecutors and to Support TI,eir Efforts to Protect the Rights and Safety of the People 
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Judge Sotomayor's depth of experience with all aspects of the law as a prosecutor, a 
private litigator, a District Court Judge and as a Federal Judge - has made her into an exemplaty 
judge and an outstanding nominee to serve on our nation's highest court. She possesses wisdom, 
intelligence and a real world training that would bring important insight to Supreme Court 
decisions. The National District Attorneys Association believes that Judge Sotomayor would be a 
welcome addition to the Supreme Court. 

We are happy to offer our full support for Judge Sotomayor's nomination to serve as a Supreme 
Court Associate Justice and encourage her swift nomination by the Senate. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph I. Cassilly 
President 

TOTAL P.003 





