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Deb, attached is the joint letter from 11 States Attorneys General on GHG
regilation, in case you haven't seen it yet.

Ken
faultcl STATE ATTORNEYS GENERAL

insrsidl10947640 A Communication From the Chief Legal Officers
of the Following States:

Alaska *? éalifornia 2 Connecticut 2? Maine ? Maryland °?
Massachusetts
New Hampshire ? New Jersey °? NGW York ? Rhode xsland ?

Vﬁmﬂt

410947640 July 17, 2002

VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S. MATIL

The Honorable George W. Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvanid Avenue
w%shiagtaﬂ, E Cc. 20500

Re: c11mate Change
nowidctlpar
Dear President Bush:

Climate change presents the most pressing environmental challenge
of the 21st century. We applaud the efforts of your
Administration in the release this May of a formal, comprehensive
report that details the seriousness of this problem. U.S.
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Climate Action Report 2002, U.S. Dept. of State, Washington,

D.C., May 2002 ("Report"). Unfortunately, however, the

Administration's current policy is inconsistent with the import
in ' te reductions o

The Rgﬁort documents ongoing climate &hanga that will cause

significant impacts on virtually every aspect of our planet and
way of life. We already see the signs of such change everywhere.
Some are dramatic, such as the recent collapse of a portion

the Antarctic ice shelf the size of Rhode Island, the open

at the North Pole, or millions of acres of spruce trees in Alaska

killed by insects. Others are less overt, but are also powerful
statements of the enormity and pervasiveness of the problem. The
Report is replete with examples. For instance, the Report
documents that average temperatures have already increased 1
degree Fahrenheit over the past century, and it projects that
over the next century, average temperatures will likely increase
5-9 degrees Fahrenheit. Increased temperatures will dramatically
change climates in every state and destroy some fragile ,
ecosystems. The Report also documents that sea levels have
already risen 4-8 inches over the last century, and it projects
that they will likely rise another 4-35 inches over the next.
Rising sea levels will cause more flooding along the coast and it
will obliterate vital estuaries, coastal wetlands and barrier
islands. While some areas will face increased storms ‘
 damage, other areas - such as California and other par

 West - will face dwindling : ies of wat :

 most concern, the Report d ts potenti.

impacts of climate change, and a just-publ:

journal Science warns of increased ris

diseases such as malaria and yellow feve

ri0The Report makes it clear that the question of whether global

onger in doubt, only the

¢ impacts of that change.
- r that the dominant cause of

. - is carbon dioxide produced from the combustion of
fossil fuels. Notably, the Report projects that greenhouse gas
emissions will increase by 43% by 2020. Report at 6. It also
notes "the long lifetimes of greenhouse gases already in the
atmosphere and the momentum of the climate system." Report at
82. According to the Report, this means that impacts of climate
change will continue to be felt for several centuries, >ven after
achieving significant limitation in emissions of CO2 and other

greenhouse gases." See Report at 103. The evidence marshaled in

the Report refutes its own counsel of inaction and delivers a
different message: an effective response to the confirmed dangers
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of global climate change must iumludakimmaé; ta aﬁtxan\ta lxmxmx
graenhoa&e gas ‘emissions. , .

The Exmsting Aﬁm&nistratian/ﬁrapasal is znaéequaxﬁ anﬁ Xnareases
ﬂhcexta;nty ‘

this, the Remrt impl cxtly c&llﬁ this wxicy a@pmach into .
question. See Report, at 50-51 (stating that there is : need to
re~-evaluate existi climata change programs to ensure they .
effeanxvaiy'mmat i re ecamamiﬁr ciimata* and athex ‘
environmental goals") . ,

aauto

Despite conceding that our ccnsumgtzon of fossil fuels is causing
serious damage and despite implying that current policy is
xnaéaqmata, the Rapart ﬁails to take the next step and recommend
serious alternatives. ge t we simply need to
a@eo&mméaca to thexéaming shangeﬁ* or mple, ram;niaaena af
fermﬁr Inaerxor Secretary ﬁbdal'ﬁ D

,hats,,tha 3@9@&& suggesta that we can éaai with hean~related
health impacts by ;ugreased use of air-conditioning. iRe
" ons to the climate ahange

will inev:ta@ly 1eaa to a wider range of state regulatory
efforts. In addition, states and others are beginning to review
their litmgatzon options.

Only Man&at@ry Federal Carbon Caps of Appropriate Levels Can
Provide Regulatory Certainty

Wefobv1ously support our states' regulatory and litigation
efforts on this issue. At the same time, however, we want to




t caps greenhouse g ‘ :
\afit:s f»:ox: pub}.ic haali:la, mlfam mé. m aavi

-@aimfcrnia Axtornay General

nsrsidl0947640 Richard Blumenthal
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