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I send warm greetings to all those observing World Hepatitis Day.

Millions of Americans are affected by viral hepatitis, and too many do not know
they are infected. As a leading cause of liver cancer and related complications,
viral hepatitis presents a major public health challenge at home and abroad. We
must work together to raise awareness, increase access to services, improve
preventive care, and end the silence surrounding this life-threatening illness so at-
risk and infected individuals can receive the assistance they need.

Across the United States, countless health care professionals, researchers, and
advocates are working to achieve these goals, and our Nation’s future is more
hopeful because of their dedication. Their tireless efforts are bringing us closer to
the day when words like “incurable” are no longer a part of our vocabulary.

On World Hepatitis Day, we renew our support for people living with hepatitis
and their loved ones, and for those who are working to improve treatment and
prevention. I wish you all the best as you join together to take action against this
terrible disease.
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