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March 16, 2010

The Honorable Lisa Jackson
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Jackson:

I write to express my concern about the potential economic impact of new Environmental
Protection Agency standards for industrial, commercial, and institutional boilers and process
heaters. I support efforts to address serious health threats from air emissions but I encourage you
to craft the regulations in a balanced way that sustains both environmental health and jobs.

As you know, under court order, the EPA is required to issue a draft rule of maximum
achievable control technology standards for industrial, commercial and institutional boilers and
process heaters (Boiler MACT). This rule could unnecessarily impose tens of billions of dollars
in capital costs at thousands of facilities across the country. To avoid this, I encourage EPA to
provide flexible approaches in the Boiler MACT rule and appropriately address the diversity of
units, operations, sectors, and fuels. Specifically, EPA should set emission thresholds that
appropriately reflect the level of health concern, and facilities should demonstrate their
compliance with that threshold. Moreover, EPA should use a method to set emissions standards
that is based on what real world best performing units actually can achieve. EPA should not
ignore the practical capabilities of controls and the variability in operations, fuels, and testing
performance across the many regulated sectors.
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The methods used in Boiler MACT may also influence how EPA develops the MACT
standards for many other sectors in the near future. I am confident that you appreciate the
importance of protecting our public health in a way that incorporates technical feasibility, and I
encourage you to carefully consider options and ideas presented in the public comment period of
this rule-making process.
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The Honorable Regina McCarthy _
Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation, EPA

The Honorable Cass Sunstein
Director, White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs



