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Want to know your role In
the care of God’s creation?

Mark your calendars! April 26,2012 will be our third Day of Prayer
for Creation Care. The 2012 observance will be global in scope and a
Prayer Breakfast in Washington, DC will feature The Rev. Dr. Christopher

Wright, International Ministries Director of the Langham Partnership

based in Great Britain (John Stott Ministries USAJ. A primary focus will be
GLOBAL DAY OF PRAYER
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One in six babies are born with harmful levels of mercury in
their blood, and coal-burning power plants are the largest source
of domestic mercury pollution. With new EPA standards on the

horizon, God’s people have an historic opportunity to help reduce
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s a pro-life, creation-care community, protecting and enhancing life is at the

heart of what we do, and that’s why we want to stop the mercury poisoning

of the unborn. For the first time in the history of our country, the unborn
will be protected from the damaging impacts of mercury pollution from power plants.
For over 20 years the unborn have lacked the protection rightfully theirs under
the law from this pollution. At long last, after being ordered by the courts, on March
16, 2011 the EPA finally issued the necessary regulations or standards, which will be
finalized in November.

However, the protectors themselves (i.e., the EPA) need support and protection from

those in Congress and industry who feel protecting the unborn from such mercury
pollution simply costs too much. The EPA’s ability to protect the unborn and young
children from mercury calls for a concerted campaign to protect, maintain, and even

strengthen these standards.
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What Mercury Does to the Unborn
Consumption of fish contaminated by mercury is

the main route of human exposure. The mercury
drops from the air into the water system, where fish
we eat eventually rake it up. Mercury is extremely
toxic to the brain and nervous system, especially to
the rapidly developing brain of the unborn child
during early pregnancy. When a pregnant woman eats
mercury-contaminated fish, the mercury in the fish
enters the mother’s blood stream. Once in the mother’s
bloodstream, mercury can move directly across the
placenta to enter the body of her unborn child. One
of the body's protective shields against damage to

the brain, called “the blood-brain barrier,” is not

fully developed until the first year of life. Thus, in

the unborn child, mercury can cross this incomplete
barrier and accumulate in the brain, causing

developmental disabilities and brain damage resulting in:
* Lowered inrelligence
* Learning problems

This has liferime implications. One study found
that “The resulting loss of intelligence causes
diminished economic productivity that persists over
the entire lifecime of these children.”

The unborn are also being harmed by air pollution
(SO,) that will be reduced as a co-benefit of the
mercuty standard. This pollution has been linked
to birth defects, low birth weight, premature births,
stillbirths and infant deaths.

Where the Mercury Comes From
According to the National Academy of Sciences,

“Mercury in the atmosphere comes as emissions

resulting from human acrivities, from natural
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or workshops. During the practicum portions of the
program, students work with K-Adult groups who
are visiting a natural area or environmental learn-
ing center for one or two days. At the same time, the
curriculum develops participants’ skills to work with
parks, schools, businesses, churches, and/or com-
munities with a long-term commitment in caring for
creation. This is a wonderful opportunity to become
a leader in education and to contribute to the care,
restoration and preservation of creation.

Recently Merry Lea established the Institute for
Ecological Regeneration, one of three institutes at
Goshen Cellege. The Institute for Ecological Re-
generation is committed to bringing renewal and
vitality to ecosystems through research and educa-
tion. Regenerative activities are informed through
observations in life systems. The ways organisms

interact with each other and with their environment

alogy stwae miing egeplants.

form the basis for theories, concepts, and practice.
Principles of faith and shalom guide the choice of
actions to bring regeneration to ecological issues.
The commitment is to apply these understandings
to real life issues in ways that are renewing and life
giving is rransformational. The institute provides a
context for studying, integrating and applying the
interdisciplinary constructs of resilience of the land,
responsibilities of people in community, and com-
mitments to peace and justice. Conducting research,
maintaining field collections and data, delivering
formal academic coutses, hosting symposia and
disseminating learnings through various media to
an array of publics achieve the goals of the institute.
The mission of the Institute for Ecological Regenera-
tion is enhanced by the interaction with professors,
students, and organizations from many places that

are committed to the goals of the institute.
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Attorney Rebecceca Kiessling travels internationally
and tells her story of how, though adopted as an
infant, at 18 she learned that she was conceived out of
a brutal assault at knife-point by a serial rapist. After
meecting her bircth mother she discovered chat she had
barely escaped death at the hands of illegal back-alley
abortionists. Many people tell Kiessling chat she was

lucky. “I'wasn’t lucky; I was protected,” she replies.

Rebecca reports encountering sincere individuals
who believe that abortion is the only appropriate
solution in every case of rape. At times she is accused
of being “pro-rape.” Some have even looked her in the
eye and said they believe she should have been aborted.
“I remember feeling like garbage because of people
who would say my life was like garbage—that I was
disposable,” Kiessling states.
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