Joint Statement by the Presidents of the United States of America and the Russian
Federation concerning Intercountry Adoption

We are convinced that all children have the right to grow up in a family environment, in an
atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding. Many children throughout the world are
deprived of this natural right.

Every year, tens of thousands of children find loving parents through adoptions, including
international adoptions. We honor those who have the generosity to welcome adopted children,
in particular from other countries, into their families.

However, tragic incidents involving children adopted between our countries caused by the
adoptive parents underscore the importance of ensuring reliable protections for the rights,
safety, and well-being of adopted children. We are committed to doing everything in our power
to achieve this.

In this regard, we have come to the conclusion that it is necessary to conclude a legally binding
bilateral agreement on cooperation in the field of intercountry adoption. At our direction, experts
from the United States and Russia have already been actively working on a draft, and they have
informed us that they have made considerable progress in fulfilling this difficult task.

We will work together so that entry into force of this agreement as soon as possible would create
an even stronger legal basis for adoption in the interests of children and families of both our
countries.
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