Ocean Health Comments by Michael J Gilsdorf, National Association of Federal Veterinarians
There seems to be widespread agreement in the scientific arena that our oceans and marine resources are in serious trouble. The oceans and marine resources appear to be increasingly affected by rapid growth along our coasts, land and air pollution, exploitation of our fishery resources, and ineffective management from a “one Health” point of view.  I am especially concerned about animal and zoonotic diseases being transferred back and forth from the ocean mammals and fish to terrestrial animals and humans. 
Historically, ocean management has focused on individual priorities within sectors. In the United States, I am told that there are at least 20 federal agencies that implement over 140 federal ocean-related statutes.  There doesn’t seem to be any clearly established procedure use existing authorities to resolve conflicts across sectors or to deal with cumulative effects.  These efforts and authorities need to be merged into a comprehensive and coordinated national ocean policy.  A new approach should be taken that considers the relationships among all ecosystem components with the intent to make better decisions that protect the environment, human and animal health, and ocean health while promoting the economy and balancing multiple uses of our oceans and coasts.

A national ocean policy is needed to improve coordination and effectiveness between federal, state, territorial, tribal, and local agencies and communities in order to collectively identify and resolve issues at all levels. All ocean and coastal resource based decisions should be based on the most current, credible, and unbiased scientific data and information. More research on all ocean health related issues should be funded by congress with “no-year” funds to ensure long term management and research efforts are truly effective.  Ocean health issues need to be communicated and/or strengthened to better engage and educate the general public about these important issues.  We need to cultivate a broad stewardship ethic, and prepare to meet future ocean policy challenges.  It is the right time to establish a more holistic approach in the management of marine ecosystems.  Congress needs to dedicate funds for all these coordinated ocean research and management activities in order to implement solutions.
Spatial mismatches between degrees of authorities and ecosystems are reported to be common. Current subdivisions of state, federal, and international waters makes little ecological sense for managing highly migratory marine populations.  Spatial mismatches also arise from jurisdictional boundaries that are too small for effective management.  Temporal mismatches between biological systems and human institutions, such as annual appropriations and voting cycles, can also prevent the protection and maintenance of marine ecosystems.
“Marine spatial planning”, as proposed by others, may help address these problems by defining areas within which compatible activities could occur.  There are numerous action items previously proposed by study groups, institutions, and associations that need to be funded and implemented.  These action items need to be reviewed by the task force committee and decisions made on how to implement the most important items first.  

