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Ms. Nancy Sutley 

Chair, Council on Environmental Quality 

 

730 Jackson Place, NW 

Washington, DC 20503 

 

 

Dear Ms. Sutley: 

 

The Ecological Society of America strongly supports CEQ efforts to consider climate change in National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessments. The scientific consensus indicates that some amount of 

climate change is now unavoidable, though the extent of this change will depend on our future actions. As 

such, both the causes and effects of climate change will factor importantly into the expressed goals of 

NEPA—most notably "to promote efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to the environment and 

biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man." 

 

As federal agencies carry out the nation's initiatives, NEPA provides a critical safeguard against 

undesirable or unsustainable environmental outcomes. The federal government is already working to 

mitigate and adapt to the far-reaching environmental and societal impacts of climate change, and NEPA 

has a clear role to play, both directly and in concert with these efforts.  

  

We can no longer consider the environment without considering climate change. As the nation's premier 

society of professional ecologists, ESA applauds CEQ's actions to acknowledge this relationship in the 

NEPA process. ESA members with expertise in land use and climate change, including members of our 

Rapid Response Team, can be contacted via Nadine Lymn, nadine@esa.org, in our Washington DC office 

to contribute their perspectives as individual scientists.  Our 2010 August meeting in Pittsburgh PA has as 

its theme “Global warming, the legacy of our past, the challenge for our future”.  At this meeting and in 

future venues, we will present the questions raised in your draft guidance to stimulate discussion of how 

we can contribute to strategies for enhancing resilience and sustainability in the face of climate 

challenges.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Mary E. Power 

President 


