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Public Health is what we do together as a 
society to create the conditions in which 

everyone can be healthy.

DeSalvo et al, Prev Chron Dis, 2017.

https://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2017/17_0017.htm


Amplifying public health communications

Search Experience featuring Local Public Health Authorities

Knowledge Panel
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Authoritative Information 
at the Point of Need

Knowledge Panels, Ad Grants, 
Medical Misinformation Policy



Aggregated Data Insights for Decision-Making

Traditional Data: 
Community Mobility 

Reports

Expanded Data:
The Global.health 

Initiative

Novel Data:
Search Symptoms 

Trends



Digital Tools for their Toolbox

Wymant et al, Nature, 2021; Rodriquez et 
al, Nature Communications, 2021.

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03606-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-020-20817-6


We are only as strong as our 
weakest link.







State and Local Public Health: Priority Actions

Supporting 
partnerships 

and community 
engagement

Modernizing 
data and IT 
capabilities

Investing in 
leadership and 

workforce 
development

Promoting
structural
alignment

Affirming the 
mandate for 
public health

Transforming 
public health 

funding



Prepare for All Hazards.
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Modernizing data and IT capabilities
Build with public health, not for public health

Establish open source (FHIR) national standards to enhance interoperability 
within the sector and across sectors

Modernize surveillance approaches to include privacy preserving novel signals 
and AI/ML

Set national standards to ensure that health data is routinely disaggregated by 
race, ethnicity, and other key sociodemographic characteristics  

===

Support an interoperable, cloud agnostic environment that recognizes the 
federated public health structure

Develop a workbench of open source tools

Build capacity and capabilities through partnerships, as well as owned 
resources

Enable the incumbent and future workforce with IT capabilities
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Funding the Infrastructure 

Allow for more flexibility 

Establish adequate, reliable, flexible, and 
sustainable funding mechanisms to support the 
foundational capabilities  

Create adequate, reliable, and sustainable 
funding sources to support jurisdictions at all 
levels to participate in established public 
health accreditation 

Invest in the upstream drivers of health 

DeSalvo et al, AJPH, 2019

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305214

