EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

September 29, 2023
(House)

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION PoLiIcy

H.R. 5525 — Spending Reduction and Border Security Act, 2024
(Rep. Donalds, R-FL))

The Administration strongly opposes House passage of H.R. 5525, making continuing
appropriations for fiscal year 2024, and for other purposes. Hours before a Government
shutdown, House Republicans are playing partisan games instead of working in a
bipartisan manner to fund the Government and address emergency needs.

In a blatant violation of the funding agreement the Speaker and the President reached just
a few months ago, the bill endangers the vital programs Americans rely on by making
reckless cuts to programs, regardless of the consequences for critical services from
education to food safety to law enforcement to housing to public health. It also fails to
address key emergency funding needs where lives are at stake, ignoring the
Administration’s request for resources to combat the fentanyl crisis and effectively
manage the border, support the people of Ukraine as they defend their homeland from
Russia’s illegal war, and stand with communities across America as they recover from
natural disasters.

In addition, H.R. 5525 fails to provide the resources needed to avoid severe disruptions to
Government services—risking unnecessary delays for travelers by underfunding the
Federal Aviation Administration; loss of access to nutritious food for pregnant and
postpartum women and children by underfunding the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Children; and deterioration in service for the over 71
million Americans who rely on the income support Social Security programs provide.

The bill also includes harmful, partisan border legislation that would further exacerbate
the challenges at the border. It would cut off most access to humanitarian protections in
ways that are inconsistent with the Nation’s values and international obligations. In
addition, the bill would make processing less efficient by prohibiting the use of the CBP
One mobile application to process noncitizens and restricting the Department of
Homeland Security’s parole authority, such that successful programs, like “Uniting for
Ukraine,” would be prohibited. House Republicans propose these harmful policies while
providing none of the supplemental funding needed to manage the border; we need real
actions to secure the border.

The Administration urges House Republicans to follow the Senate’s lead and engage in a
bipartisan appropriations process that funds the Federal Government in a responsible
manner, consistent with the bipartisan agreement earlier this year.

If the President were presented with H.R. 5525, he would veto it.
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