
 

September 26, 2025 
 
The Honorable Chuck Grassley 
President Pro Tempore 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable John Barrasso 
Majority Whip 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Dick Durbin 
Minority Whip 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Senators, 

The South Carolina House Republican Caucus urgently calls on the United States Senate to 
immediately pass a clean short-term funding extension to prevent a government shutdown. This 
shutdown would deeply harm hardworking Americans across our state. With the September 30th 
funding deadline quickly approaching, we implore the US Senate to fast track the clean 
short-term extension that passed the US House of Representatives with bipartisan support.  

Holding federal funding hostage does not win political points in Washington D.C. or across 
America, it creates real and immediate consequences in every state that cannot be overlooked. 
From impacting pay for our troops, first responders, and firefighters to affecting critical services 
for seniors and veterans, and disrupting food assistance for families in need. A government 
shutdown would inflict severe consequences on the American people that are completely 
avoidable.  



There is a solution on the table that Senate Democrats need to support now. Senate Democrats 
voted for this funding extension just six months ago and cannot turn their backs on the American 
people now. The clean funding extension provides stability for our military service members, 
veterans, and their families, as well as the continuity of low-income assistance programs. 
Allowing a shutdown would consequently and needlessly disrupt our economies, threaten public 
safety, and undermine public confidence in our institutions. Our families and communities would 
feel the pain with immediate effect and confusion. Put simply, a government shutdown should 
not be used as political leverage to pass partisan reforms - these are not chips Congress should be 
bargaining with.   

The proposed budget extension is a straightforward, bipartisan solution. There are no gimmicks 
or partisan poison pills; it’s a clean, short-term funding measure that both parties have 
historically supported. Under the Biden Administration and Democrat leadership, Congress 
passed 13 clean funding extensions putting country over party. That precedent should be honored 
now.  

A shutdown is neither sustainable nor a responsible way to govern and the American people are 
watching. That is why we are calling on Senate Democrats to fulfill their duties, put their 
politicking aside, and do what is best for the country: keep the government open. There is no 
path forward for the Democrats’ nearly $1.5 trillion wishlist that would give free healthcare for 
illegals and cut the single largest investment in rural health care in history - critical funding 
delivered in the President’s tax legislation that will improve rural health care nationwide.  

We urge the Senate to do the right thing and act swiftly to pass a clean funding extension. The 
American people are relying on their leaders to put good governance over politics. For the sake 
of security and stability, we respectfully call on you to act without delay. 

Sincerely, 

South Carolina House Republican Caucus 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Speaker of the House ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Speaker Pro Tempore of the House 

G. Murrell Smith, Jr., House District  67​ ​ ​ Tommy Pope, House District 47 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Majority Leader​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Assistant Majority Leader 

Davey Hiott, House District 4 ​ ​ ​ ​ Brandon Newton, House District 45 

 



​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Majority Whip​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Neal Collins 

Lee Hewitt, House District 108​ ​ ​ ​ House District 5​ ​  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative David Vaughan​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Dennis Moss 

House District 27​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 29​ ​  

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Brian Lawson​​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Scott Montgomery 

House District 30​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 32 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Travis Moore​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Steven Long 

House District 33​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 37 

​ ​ ​  

Representative Cal Forrest​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Heath Sessions 

House District 39​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 46 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Richie Yow​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Carla Schuessler 

House District 53​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 61 



 

​​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Fawn Pedalino​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Cody Mitchell 

House District 64​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 65 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Micah Caskey​​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Brandon Cox 

House District 89​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 92 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Gil Gatch​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Harriet Holman 

House District 94​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 102​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Randy Ligon​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Melissa Oremus 

House District 43​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 84 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative William Bailey​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Case Brittain 

House District 104​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 107 



​ ​ ​  

Representative Kevin Hardee​​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Tom Hartnett, Jr. 

House District 105​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 110 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Gary Brewer​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative James Teeple 

House District 114​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 116 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Representative Mark Willis​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Adam Duncan 

House District 16​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 2 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Val Guest​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Blake Sanders 

House District 106​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 9 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Kathy Landing​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Phillip Bowers 

House District 80​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 3 

 



​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Craig Gagnon​​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Luke Rankin​  

House District 11​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 14 

 

​ ​ ​  

Representative Patrick Haddon​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Bruce Bannister 

House District 19​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 24 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative David Martin​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Brandon Guffey 

House District 26​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 48 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Tim McGinnis​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Jeff Johnson 

House District 56​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 58 

 

​ ​ ​  

Representative Phillip Lowe​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Heather Ammons Crawford 

House District 60​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 68 

 



 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Chris Wooten​​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Charles Hartz 

House District 69​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 81 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Bill Hixon​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Robby Robbins 

House District 83​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 97 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Mark Smith​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Shannon Erickson 

House District 99​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 124 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Joe Bustos​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Bill Hager 

House District 112​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 122 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Bill Herbkersman​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Don Chapman 

House District 118​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 8 



 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Doug Gilliam​​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Bill Taylor 

House District 42​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 86 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Sylleste Davis​​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Weston Newton 

House District 100​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 120 

​ ​ ​  

Representative Paul Wickensimer​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Daniel Gibson​ 

House District 22​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 12 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Jeff Bradley​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Paula Rawl Calhoon 

House District 123​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 87 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Representative Jay Jordan​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Representative Mike Neese 

House District 63​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ House District 44 



 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


