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WHITE HOUSE TASK FORCE

Federal Success Stories & Metrics

RECORD-BREAKING FIGURES (Source: FIFA)

This was the most attended FIFA World Cup in its nearly 100-year history. Match
attendance exceeded 6.8 million. More fans attended this tournament than the
previous two FIFA World Cups combined.

The previous record was held by the FIFA World Cup in 1994, also hosted by the
United States, with an attendance record of 3.5 million.

Stadiums were packed, with matches filling 99.7% of available seats.

FIFA Fan Fests collectively welcomed a record-breaking 7.7 million fans,
spotlighting that the celebration was open to everyone.

With 62.8 million domestic viewers, the final match with Spain vs. Argentina
became the most-watched soccer match in U.S. television history.

FEDERAL SUPPORT

More than 50 federal departments and agencies participated in the White House
Task Force’s Interagency Coordination Framework, with thousands of federal
personnel supporting tournament operations.

The federal government awarded more than $1.2 billion in federal funding to
states and host cities to support law enforcement, security operations, public
transportation, and counter-unmanned aircraft systems.

o The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) FIFA World Cup Grant
Program included $625 million to assist the 11 Host Cities with security,
planning, and other costs related to the FIFA World Cup 2026.

o The DHS Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems Grant Program included $500

million to communities across the country over two fiscal years to aggressively
combat the unlawful use of drones. Of that amount, DHS awarded $250 million

in FY26 to 11 states and the National Capital Region hosting FIFA World Cup
2026™ events.

o The U.S. Department of Transportation invested $100.3 million into public

transit systems within host cities preparing to welcome millions of fans. This

funding ensured communities could expand transit options to meet increased
demand for services around stadiums.

o The National Endowment for the Arts awarded $330,000 in federal funding to

the 11 U.S. host cities to support art projects that showcased American
creativity and highlighted local artistic and cultural traditions.
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FEDERAL SAFETY & SECURITY

The 39-day tournament concluded without any major incidents.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) International Police Cooperation Center
brought together law enforcement officials from 44 team countries and 16 host
cities to share real-time intelligence and disrupt threats.

The Federal Aviation Administration established more than 250 Temporary Flight
Restrictions to secure airspace before, during, and after the matches. In
partnership with the FBI and state and local law enforcement agencies, the FAA
launched a “No Drone Zone” public awareness campaign.

Combined, DHS and FBI seized more than 700 unauthorized drones.

The FBI conducted approximately 300,000 background checks on players,
coaches and other accredited personnel.

The FBI's Intelligence Coordination Center produced nearly 100 intelligence
reports for federal, state, local and private sector partners.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) completed more than 19,000
inspections of vehicles headed into stadiums and fan festivals.

CBP’s Air and Marine Operations flew 56 air missions over stadiums and host cities.

The FBIl led and/or participated in over 100 nationwide operations to target human
traffickers and child sexual exploitation offenders during the tournament. These
operations led to 80 arrests and the recovery of 33 minors and 38 adult victims.

The U.S. Marshals Service in New Jersey arrested 383 violent fugitives and sex
offenders during “Operation Forward Pressure” and “Operation Red Card,” two
operations that identified and arrested individuals who posed a threat to fans
enjoying the FIFA World Cup 2026™ final match.

The U.S. Marshals Service safely recovered 35 missing and endangered children
through “Operation Yellow Card” to proactively protect vulnerable missing children.

DHS Homeland Security Investigations conducted more than 673 criminal arrests
related to human trafficking during the World Cup and rescued 13 minors and 61
adults who were victims of human trafficking.

During the tournament’s first week, the Drug Enforcement Administration seized
three kilograms of fentanyl from transit and parcel facilities in the Kansas City area,
preventing an estimated 150,000 potentially lethal doses from reaching the region.

The U.S. Coast Guard secured the action on land, at sea, and in the air, providing
security zones and support in LA Stadium, the Biscayne Bay, and the Puget Sound.
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COUNTERFEITS AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

CBP seized more than 473,000 counterfeit FIFA World Cup 2026™ merchandise
items, with an estimated genuine retail value totaling more than $33 million.

DHS Homeland Security Investigations made 48 arrests and conducted 164
seizure operations related to FIFA World Cup 2026™ counterfeit goods.

The Department of Justice seized more than 1,000 Internet domains that were
illegally streaming FIFA World Cup 2026™ matches.

INTERNATIONAL TOURISM & TRAVEL

The Department of State surged more than 650 staff to U.S. embassies and
consulates, resulting in dramatically reduced wait times for visa interview

appointments. In 80% of countries, fans were able to schedule an appointmentin
60 days or less.

The Department of State launched the FIFA Priority Appointment Scheduling
System (FIFA PASS) in January 2026, allowing ticket holders to obtain priority visa

interview appointments. FIFA ticketholders from more than 160 countries opted in
to FIFA PASS.

In FY26, CBP approved over 5 million Electronic System for Travel Authorization
(ESTA) authorizations for travelers under the Visa Waiver Program. The top five
nations for approvals were the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Japan, and the
Republic of Korea. They also received over 2.8 million applicants for Global Entry,
SENTRI, and NEXUS combined, reducing wait times at ports of entry.

CBP launched an interactive, secure, virtual assistant named COMPASS to answer
questions from international travelers ahead of the tournament. Inits first month,
COMPASS answered over 25,000 questions on entry requirements and programs.

In June 2026, 59% of international visitors (excluding Canada and Mexico) came
from countries participating in the FIFA World Cup 2026™. The largest numbers of
visitors came from the United Kingdom, Japan, Colombia, Brazil, and Germany.

According to the Department of Commerce, several participating team nations saw
significantincreases in visitation in June 2026 compared to June 2025: Paraguay
(+212%), Croatia (+188%), Morocco (+104%) and Ghana (+96%).

Compared to last year, there were thousands of additional flights to the host cities,
with notable flight increases to Philadelphia, Kansas City, and Seattle airports.
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OTHER FEDERAL SUPPORT

The Department of Treasury and U.S. Mint produced FIFA World Cup 2026™
commemorative coins at no taxpayer cost, with all surcharge proceeds
supporting youth soccer programs for military families nationwide.

The Department of War supported eight matches with U.S. military flyovers
and/or ceremonial support, showcasing American patriotism and greatness.

The Department of Health and Human Services conducted public health
planning, coordinating with state, local, and global partners.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention led early disease detection efforts
during the ongoing Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The
federally-funded infectious disease response unit in Houston provided 24/7
medical and biocontainment support for the Democratic Republic of Congo
presidential delegation that was visiting for the tournament. Thanks to these
efforts, the U.S. government successfully avoided Ebola-related impacts to the
World Cup despite welcoming millions of international visitors.

The Department of Agriculture promoted the sustainability and quality of
American agricultural products through international pavilions, cooking
demonstrations and watch party events, expanding global markets.

The Office of National Drug Control Policy launched a drug prevention and
awareness campaign featuring the U.S. Men’s National Team captain Tim Ream.

Freedom250 held a FIFA Fan Zone on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.,

offering an opportunity for fans in the nation’s capital to join the celebration during
America’s 250" anniversary celebrations.

The Federal Communications Commission helped ensure FIFA World Cup 2026™
was supported by secure, reliable, and resilient communications systems so
public safety agencies, broadcasters, wireless networks, and fans stayed
connected throughout one of the world’s largest sporting events.

The National Weather Service delivered coordinated, nationwide weather support
to ensure critical weather information was provided for informed decision-
making by public safety officials, transportation systems, and other partners.
Local weather offices customized plans for each tournament venue and
conducted 35 interagency exercises to test responses to major weather events.

The Environmental Protection Agency provided air quality monitoring data and
provided technical assistance on waste management, recycling, and food waste
reduction. They also partnered with FIFA and U.S. host cities to support clean air,
land, and water to deliver lasting environmental impact well beyond the
tournament.

The National Park Service promoted an interactive map of national parks and
monuments near host cities, encouraging international visitors to explore the
nation’s natural, cultural, and historical treasures.



